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~ TUDENTS enrolling in home economics at Iowa 
() State this fall are under the leadership of Dr. P. 
Mabel Nelson, fourth dean of the Home Economics 
Division. Assuming her new office this September, 
Dean Nelson replaces Genevieve Fisher, who headed 
the division for 17 years. 
Having built the Foods and Nutrition Depa:rtment 
to its present nationally-known status, Dean Nelson 
brings to her new position a background of adminis-
trative and scientific experience. Dr. Nelson came 
to Iowa State in 1923 and became head of the Foods 
and Nutrition Department in 1926. She is a member 
of the college graduate committee and is head of the 
foods and nutrition subsection of the home economics 
section of the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station. 
The new dean has been chairman of the State Nutri-
tion Council since organization in 1940. She is per-
manent chairman of the North Central States cooper-
ative project for the study of the nutritional status of 
college women. 
Six years after Dean Nelson's arrival at Iowa State, 
she introduced the dietetic major in the foods and 
nutrition curriculum. The number of students major-
Symbolizing the advancement of home economics 
at Iowa State is the Home Economics Building 
ing in dietetics and related fields has greatly increased 
since her arrival and research departments have ex-
panded from one small laboratory to nine laboratories 
i~ which 10 research projects are being conducted . 
Smce she has been head of the Foods and Nutrition 
Department, Iowa State has trained the largest ~um­
ber of dietetic students in the United States. Fourteen 
students have received their degrees as doctors of 
philosophy in the Foods and Nutrition Department, 
eight in nutrition, three in foods and three in nutri-
tion with another subject such as bacteriology, p~ysi-
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ology or chemistry. All of these graduates with the 
exception of one who is head of home economics at 
West China University, Chengtu, Szechwan, are hold-
ing positions of responsibility in the United States. 
When Dean N elson started h er own college edu-
cation at the University of California, she planned 
to major in English. After two years at the univer-
sity, she changed her major to home economics and 
transferred to the State Normal School of Manual 
Arts and Home Economics at Santa Barbara. After 
one year of study here, she received a diploma entitling 
her to teach sewing and cooking, and for the next 
two years she taught these subjects in the schools of 
her home town, Riverside, California. In 1914 Dean 
Nelson returned to the University of California to 
enroll in Nutrition, which was introduced that year 
in the Department of Agriculture. She received the 
bachelor of science degree in 1915 and the master of 
science degree cum laude in 1916, both in nutrition. 
She returned to Santa Barbara to teach in the State 
Normal School for three years. Then she ent~ red 
Yale University on a Currier Fellowship and received 
the degree of doctor of philosophy in the field of 
physiological chemistry in 1923. 
Dean Nelson is a member of Alpha Nu, Sigma Xi, 
Phi Kappa Phi, Omicron Nu, Phi Upsilon Omicron, 
Sigma Delta Epsilon, Iota Sigma Pi, American Chemi-
cal Society, American Institute of Nutrition and Mor-
tar Board. 
Twelve articles for national publications have been 
written by Dean Nelson and she has assisted in the 
compilation of material for 27 articles which h ave 
been published in home economics and science journals. 
Having traveled extensively, both in the United 
States and Europe, Dean Nelson has visited the labora-
tories of physiological chemistry and the schools of 
home economics in England, Scotland, France, Italy, 
Switzerland, Austria, Germany, Norway and Sweder. 
H er travels also have included Alaska, Mexico, Guate-
mala, the Panama Canal and a Caribbean cruise. 
As the new dean of the Home Economics Division, 
Dr. Nelson is acutely aware of the strain of the pres-
ent times and is anxious to give h er students the kind 
of training which will help them learn how to live in 
the challenging years ahead. 
Deary9 Nelson's hearty laugh and sympathetic under-
stanaipg of her''students' problems ,make her admired 
and beloved by all who work withher. The students 
in the division are proud and happy to welcome Dr. 
Nelson as their dean . 
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